
 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar for Internal Assessment Resource 1.7 

English Level 1 

This exemplar supports assessment against: 

Achievement Standard 90855 

Create a visual text 

  

 



Working Graphic Novel 

1. Grade Boundary: Excellence 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas effectively 
in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience with 
control to command attention. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured effectively about: 

• how teens outcast those outside of their social circle (even for such trivial 
reasons as not keeping up with the latest trends, bands etc) 

• a fictional universe where such social crimes are punished by ‘The 
Acknowledger’ 

• a fictional universe where such crimes are punishable by death 
 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control to 
command attention.  Some examples are: 
 

• bold lettering  
• exclamation marks  
• narrative captions  
• thought balloons 
• speech balloons  
• emanating dialogue  
• onomatopoeia  
• ellipsis  
• shouting dialogue 

 

“The acknowledger involves a narrative full of frustration and violence.  You can see 
that bold lettering and exclamation marks as well as the shout outs, work side by side 
because they add an explosion effect.  One particular example is when ‘The 
Acknowledger’ crashes the door open and yells out “FREEZE MOTHER……” which is 
intended to put the audience in a state of shock.” 

 





 Grade Boundary: Merit  

2. To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas 
convincingly in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and 
audience with control. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured convincingly.  The student develops convincing 
ideas about: 
 

• overcoming the control of the dark figure 
 

Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control.  The 
student uses smaller frames within larger frames to illustrate the central character’s 
thoughts, feelings and the control that the dark figure has on his life.  Illustrations, 
speech balloons, thought balloons, close ups and narrative captions are used with 
control. 

 





 
 

 Grade Boundary: Achieved  

3. 
 

 
To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience.Ideas are developed 
and structured in a visual text.   
 
Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text:   
 

• destruction of a robot (weapon) by two super heroes ‘Snake’ and ‘Fox’ 
 
Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text.  The student has incorporated 
found images and  develops ideas through a series of: 
 

• illustrated frames   
• speech balloons 
• thought balloons 
• hollow sound effects 

4. 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text:   
 

• the super hero saves the damsel in distress  
 

Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text.  The student develops the idea 
through a series of: 
 

• illustrated frames   
• speech balloons 
• thought balloons 
• close ups 
• humorous characters (there is a humorous over the top sexual reference to 

appeal to a teenage audience) 
 

 











 

Working Storyboards 

5. Grade Boundary: Excellence 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas effectively 
in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience with 
control to command attention. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured effectively. The student develops compelling and 
well-organised ideas about: 
 

• remorse and guilt 
• forgiveness and redemption 

 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control to 
command attention.  The student supports each frame with speech and thought 
bubbles, appropriate camera shots and shading which connect to the lighting: 
 

• “grey lighting dark, close up of Andy’s emotion.  Andy apologises for how he 
drove his wife away, how he wasn’t a good husband to her and how he misses 
her.” 

• “big beam of sunshine is like a sigh saying she forgives him which gives him 
relief, happy music playing, mid shot.” 







 

6. Grade Boundary: Merit 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas 
convincingly in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and 
audience with control. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured convincingly.  The student convincingly develops 
an experience that changes the character’s view of his current situation replacing it 
with new conviction, determination to change his circumstances. 
 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control.  The 
student supports each frame with a camera shot which convincingly portrays the inner 
change within the character. Clever use of narration by another character: 
 

• “close up of Andy’s face showing determination while Red says ‘I believe this 
was a turning point, this made him more determined than ever to break out of 
Shawshank, there was nothing holding him back now’” 

• “zooms into extreme close up of eyes full of determination” 

• “low angle looking up at Andy’s face (close up)  Red says  ‘what they didn’t 
notice was is eyes” 

 





 

7. Grade Boundary: Achieved 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text.  The student develops the idea of 
the character’s escapism through his dreams with the reality of his incarceration and 
his feelings of desperation culminating into vengeance towards his captor. 
 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used.  Speech bubbles 
are used effectively to reinforce the character’s feelings.  The student supports each 
frame with verbal and visual features, e.g. 
 

• “long shot of Andy lying on his mat enjoying how it feels, happy music; 
background music” 

• “extreme close up of Andy murmuring under his breath cunningly; suspicious 
music. Andy talking quietly to himself – dialogue” 

 





 

Working Final Posters 

8. Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas effectively 
in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience with 
control to command attention. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured effectively. The student makes compelling and 
well-organised connections using a symbols and found images to present ideas on: 
 

• stopping domestic violence 
• fear and isolation of domestic violence 
• finding a way out of domestic violence 

The idea of finding a way out of domestic violence is not quite as developed as the 
reasons why it must stop.  
  
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control to 
command attention. The found images contrast the fear of domestic abuse with hope 
for change shown as the figure moves towards the light at the end of the tunnel.  The 
word ‘STOP’ integrates the fist symbolically and is further reinforced with the words 
‘Domestic Violence’ underneath.  The reverse text uses questions well and offers a 
solution to the audience with an 0800 number. 

 





 

9. Grade Boundary: High Merit  

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas 
convincingly in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and 
audience with control. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured convincingly in a visual text.  The student makes 
connections using a range of symbols to successfully present convincingly developed 
ideas on: 
 

• the balancing act of texting and driving, shown in the awkward way the phone is 
held between the fingers suggests how dangerous it is 

• the clear message given to “Stop It” 
 

Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are generally used with 
control to command attention.   The use of colour and other symbols is effective.  The 
placement of the imperative running from the top to the bottom of the image helps to 
unify the image. Although language features and presentation techniques are linked to 
the intended purpose, it is unclear why ‘IT!’ is white, outlined in red. This tends to hold 
the poster back from commanding attention as required for Excellence. 

 





 

10. Grade Boundary: Low Merit  

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas 
convincingly in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and 
audience with control. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured convincingly.  The student makes convincing 
connections using symbols and found images to present ideas on: 
 

• fear and isolation of domestic violence 
• managing anger 
• finding help 

 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control.  The 
shadowy image of the figure yelling at the child links well to the words, “Please, CALM 
DOWN” and the statement at the top of the poster “Our children are our future”.   
 
Some control is lost in the message: 

“Suffering from abuse?” speaks to the victim whereas “Cannot control your temper?” 
speaks to the abuser, it becomes confusing to understand who the hotline is helping 
victim or abuser? 

 





 

11. Grade Boundary: High Achieved  

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text.  The student makes connections 
using a range of symbols to present developed ideas on: 
 

• the growth of money in a child specific savings account 
• the guaranteed monetary growth as compared to a child’s growth 

 
The connections made to the growth of money compared to the growth of children is 
not convincing as required for Merit, because children grow at different rates, whereas 
a 5% rate is emphasised in the statement at the bottom of the poster, “Kidsaver has a 
5% interest rate so money grows just as fast as your child”.  
 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control as 
required for Merit.  The childlike writing and found image of the child measuring herself 
links to the intended purpose and audience: 

• attracting young savers 
• reinforcing the idea of monetary growth for the child as they grow 

 





 

12. Grade Boundary: Low Achieved  

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text. The student makes connections 
using a range of found images to present developed ideas on: 
 

• parental responsibilities of family 
 
Some elements, while competently presented require further connections to secure 
solid Achievement: 
 

• the torn image in white and red shows one figure detached from the family, it is 
difficult to know the significance of this.  It may have been more connected by 
portraying the family torn in half. 

• the small colour image in the bottom left corner shows a male and female 
together, they seem out of sequence with the other images of distressed 
children in huddled positions  

 

Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used.  The upper half of 
the poster depicts conflict amongst parents.  The lower half of the poster depicts the 
consequences of this for children.  The language feature connects the conflict and 
consequences by reminding parents of their responsibilities. 

 





 

13. Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved  

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience. 
 
The student has insufficiently developed and structured ideas.  The poster as 
presented eludes to the taste of ‘V’ and to the energy giving qualities of ‘V’.   
 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are not used.  Although the 
image is sophisticated, it isn’t clear how ‘V’ connects with: 

• the figures thoughts, “I can’t do my homework”, “My mum won’t let me go to my 
friends party”, and “Exams are coming up”.  

• the language feature “V the best drink for you”.   
 

The connection between ‘V’ and taste and ‘V’ and energy is not clear enough, for this 
reason the poster does not meet the standard for Achievement.. 

 





 

Texts 

14. Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

  

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas effectively 
in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience with 
control to command attention. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured effectively.  The student makes compelling 
connections using a range of symbols to successfully develop the idea that lies, cause 
the deaths of innocent people. 
 

Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control to 
command attention.  The spider web, integrated with quotations, commands attention.  
The shadowy figures on the left side of the image appear as witches weaving their web 
of lies.  The significance of the witches does not help the image to stand alone as 
knowledge of the text is needed.  This holds the image at low Excellence. The 
quotations in the web symbolise their victims.  The background colours of murky grey 
and red spatters are effective.  These colours suggest the murkiness of lies and the 
consequences of these connect to the nooses and the blood spatters. 

 





 

15. Grade Boundary: High Merit 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas 
convincingly in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and 
audience with control. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured convincingly. The student makes convincing 
connections using a range of symbols to successfully present developed ideas on: 
 

• power to control 
 

Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with control.  The 
use of symbolism is effective:  
 
The world held in the hands symbolises a man made world.  This world consists of 
bright pictures representing television sets suggesting that millions of people view this 
world.  The hands represent the control idea because these are the hands of the 
creator of the superficial world.  The quote reinforces the control that is held over this 
world, the power to control all aspects of life within this superficial world.  The image 
links to the word ‘creator’ suggesting that the creator of this world is playing god.   
 

To reach Excellence a clearer link between the quotation and the image is required e.g. 
how does the image show that the television show gives hope and joy and inspiration 
to millions. 

 





 

16. Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas 
convincingly in a visual text; use language features appropriate to purpose and 
audience with control. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured convincingly.  The student makes convincing 
connections using a range of symbols to present developed ideas on: 
 

• the belief in hope in a hopeless situation 
• that hope prevails even in the most darkest of situations 

 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used with some control.  
The colour of the outside world contrasts well with the darkness of the prison cell. The 
outline of the dove encapsulating the prisoner symbolises his hope of freedom and also 
emphasises the fact that however bad the situation is, it cannot penetrate his hope.  
The image tends to lack control in places:  
 

• the figure tends to contradict the idea of hope because his head is placed 
downward in his hands rather than tilted upward toward the window aligned with 
the doves head 

• the rays of light from the outside world could illuminate the dove and figure with 
more emphasis to further connect the ideas of hope 

• the quotation reinforces the idea, but it could be more connected to the figure in 
its’ placement to suggest his belief in his hope for freedom 

 





 

17. Grade Boundary: High Achieved  

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text.  The student makes connections 
using a range of symbols to present developed ideas on: 

• The idea that music can free the spirit to visualise a world beyond the one 
you’re trapped in – even when imprisoned, is developed and structured through 
symbolism.  

  
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used.   

Musical notes symbolise freedom.  Music travels through walls and bars giving 
prisoners a sense of freedom, shown in the crumbled brick wall.  Birds emphasize hope 
and connect to the hope of being free, symbolised by the ocean view and the 
quotation.  Both symbols of freedom are still within the confines of the wall.  
 
To gain Merit the student needs to connect the musical notes and birds to the idea of 
freedom more securely by: 

• showing the music ‘soaring’ , as in the quotation,  through the crumbled down 
part of the wall 

• showing the birds moving out through the wall into freedom 

 





 

18. Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience. 
 
Ideas are developed and structured in a visual text.  The student makes connections 
using a range of symbols to present developed ideas on: 

• the consequences of one's actions 

• the sadness of a life spent behind bars 
Some elements, while competently presented, require further connections to secure 
solid Achievement:  

• making connections between the momentary blink and the squeeze of a trigger to 
the target in the pupil 

• making closer connections to the important moments of life lost, shown in the 
teardrops 

Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are used.  The use of colour 
suggesting freedom contrasts well with black and grey suggesting imprisonment. The 
quotation makes connections to the eye in the way that:  

• a blink is momentary just as a life can be, shown in the pupil 

• a consequence of a momentary action results in the loss of freedom, shown in 
the teardrops and further reinforced by the prison bars 

 





 

19. Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

 
 

To achieve this standard the student needs to; develop and structure ideas in a visual 
text; use language features appropriate to purpose and audience. 
 
The student has insufficiently developed and structured Ideas.  The image as 
presented portrays elements of the setting and story but these do not sufficiently 
connect with a developed idea. 
 
Language features appropriate to purpose and audience are not used. 
Knowledge of the story is required to understand the significance of the gang related 
symbolism used:  
 

• the purple  banner with the word ‘Royal’ covering the figure 
•  blood on the figure's head  

The quotation is insufficiently clearly linked to the visual techniques 

 




